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Thank You

Earthling:  

Pioneer:

Derby:  pretty pillow cases and 2 sets of pillows

Mercury:

Finns:  clothes and toys

Viking:

Sege Embaye: animal calendar pictures

Rowena: animal calendar pictures

Gemini:

Robert Berger: fixing cubbies

Brad: writing parent meeting minutes and fixing cubbies

Zelenka:  diapers

Apollo:
Balbonis: bringing in “red” items for the science table

Brad: new doctor kit and all the help he is to Laura and Liberty

Vanguard:

Walton: dress up clothes

Sandford: necklaces for dress up

WISH LIST

Earthling:

Pioneer:

* White or light blue fitted sheets (twin size)

Viking:

* New or used plastic hooks for pretend clothes

Gemini:

* Story Tapes 

* Adult size t-shirts for paint smocks

* Parents to paint cubbies one Friday afternoon

Apollo:

* Tarzan story book and story tape

Vanguard:

* Dress up clothes

* Costume jewelry

* Bubble wrap packaging

Thank you so much to Erma Lazo for donating a brand new Hoover Sprint vaccuum cleaner!!

Please join us for a parade and party on Friday October 29 starting at 3:15.  The children will parade in front of the building and then have a big party in the preschool playground.  Bring a friend!!  

Classroom Happenings:

Earthling

More news from the baby room next month!

Pioneer


The Pioneers are learning animal sounds with the help of their teachers. The teachers are also working with the children who are close to walking and are interested in learning. The children are receiving lots of encouragement in their achievements in walking and climbing, with a lot of physical and emotional support from the teachers.  The Pioneer teachers planned a wonderful activity to do after celebrating Jordan’s birthday.  The babies had a great time painting on a large piece of brown paper that was taped to the floor.  Boy was it messy and fun.  After that there was water play so the babies could head over and wash the paint off.  The Pioneers welcomed a new classmate this month, Johnny!


In the coming months the children will focus their art activities on Fall and Halloween, you can bet it will get messy!  They will also be having a bake sale on Thursday October 28.  Please help support the Pioneer Room as they raise money to buy an indoor play structure!

Mercury


It has been a summer of adjustment for everyone in the Mercury Room.  New children, new teachers, new schedules, ect…. finally things seem to be settling down.  Now the children enjoy coming together for circle time to sing songs and listen to stories, which the children really seem to love!


For the month of October the Mercuries are looking forward to celebrating Halloween and having parent/teacher conferences to celebrate the children’s growth.

Viking

This month the Vikings spent time on facial awareness.  They learned the different parts of their faces and experimented using the flannel board by putting cut-out face parts on it.  They also learned the song “I’m Me” and “Come into a Circle”.  The Vikings finished the month by making ice cream using whole milk and rock salt….YUM!  Everyone enjoyed the ice cream, including Bev, Helen and Preston.


The Vikings are going to become more familiar with numbers and counting through hands on activities.  This will help to develop their reading skills later on by using concrete objects and words like “same” and “different”.

Gemini


This month the Geminis welcomed Julian Baldovino to their classroom.  All of the children have continued to learn about the room and get used to a new schedule.  They are becoming familiar with the toilet in their classroom and its use.  The children have really enjoyed using different muscles and motor skills by dancing to tapes and using lots of creative art media.


In October the Gemini calendar is full of fun and exciting activities.  Some of these include, a trip to the Pumpkin Patch – Oct. 20, Parent/Teacher Conferences – Oct. 26, and Halloween Festivities – Oct. 29.

Apollo


This past month they Apollos got the year off to a good start with lots of welcome activities to help new Apollos adjust more easily to the room and routine.  They also did many “I am Special” activities, which served to emphasize each child’s uniqueness and importance.  Along with these activities, they focused on their families and individual family members that are important to us.  The color for the month of September was red and for the entire month the Apollo room highlighted this color in art activities, science discovery projects, and stories.  


Coming up in October the Apollos will spend some time on fire safety and prevention, Autumn changes in the world around us, not-to-scary Halloween activities, and a trip to the Pumpkin Patch.

Vanguard


The Vanguards have settled in and are having a good time together.  There has been lots of activity at the science table and art table.  Some of the children have been practicing cutting and becoming familiar with scissors.  They have also been introducing alphabet letters for the past six weeks.  The Vanguards have begun to talk about the change of seasons, and will have plenty of things to talk about over the next few months.  


The month of October will be a busy one in the Vanguard Room.  The children are old enough to remember Halloween past so there is a lot of excitement getting ready for the big celebration.  They are also eager to go to the Pumpkin Patch on Oct. 20 and to sing at a CFC  kick-off on Oct.12.

Cooking Project

Apple Crumb Delight

(an easy dessert for little hands)

Put a few graham crackers in a plastic

bag, and let children crush them

with a rolling pin.

Place applesauce in the bottom of a cup, 

and then sprinkle crumbs on top.

Add a few more layers of applesauce 

and crumbs.  

It’s ready to eat…….Y UM

Morning Madness!

  Managing Mornings

Mornings can be maddening – especially during the week when family members are on different schedules.  Follow these simple suggestions to make mornings less hectic and MORE FUN!

Rely on simple strategies

1) Let children dress to a timer – Can you get dressed before the timer goes off?

2) Ask children to get dressed first, then have breakfast.

3) Thank children for being helpful and responsible in the morning.

4) Talk on the way to wherever you are going.

Organize, Organize, Organize

Plan for the unexpected – the misplaced keys, the thunderstorm, the tantrum.

Pack baby and toddler bags the night before. 

Pack lunches the night before, and encourage school-age kids to pack their own lunch.

Warm-up the morning

Slow down – rushing adds tension:

· sing, hum, or play relaxing music

· use a nurturing touch – kindness is contagious

· look for humor in the morning madness!

Make breakfast fun and simple

If you eat with your child, breakfast is bound to be smoother!

Serve banana slices dipped in yogurt.

Spread applesauce on waffles.

Put a smile face of raisins on oat meal or cereal.
SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS!



Congratulations
Jane Kuszmaul

1 year

9/11

    Tim Sr., Gabrielle, Timothy Jr.

Jordan Zimmer

1 years

9/28


 It’s A Boy!!
Craig Mariani

2 years

9/5


Tyler Babin Farnham

Timothy Farnham
2 years

9/6


September 22 4:19 pm

Anna Claire Marley
3 years

9/10


6lbs. 15 oz.  20.50”

Taylor Chan

3 years

9/20

Simone Becker

4 years

9/3

Rosa Yancy



9/8

The Internet Connection
Following are a couple of web sites that were found to have good information or entertainment value for parents and families.  

/Please note that the ACCC does not endorse, or claim knowledge of the advice or products on these sites.  As with any internet information, check out these sites before sharing them with your children./

  If you have found a web site that has been useful to you or your family and want to pass it along to others, please give the address to the office and we will be glad to include it in future newsletters.

www.familyplay.com
sponsored by Crayola

· art projects

· games

· bedtime stories

· meet other parents

· skill builders

· advice

www.theideabox.com
· free monthly newsletter

· activities

· games

· crafts

· recipes

www.geocities.com/Heartland/Acres/8911/leaves.html
-   lots of great activities using leaves

· book suggestions on fall and leaves

· links to other activity sites, many of them seasonal

Meet the ACCC Staff

Helen Duty started as a floater at Ames Child Care Center back in the summer of 1997.  She was working for us from one of the temp agencies.  She was looking for a full time job and we liked her style, so on September 2, 1997 Helen became an employee of ACCC.  Although technically she is still a floater she has been concentrating her time in the Viking room.  She started her training in child development from a vocational training center called Employ for Child Training Center.  She worked with children from two weeks to five years old and school age children.  She continued her education at a community college and earned 31 ECE units.  In addition to her classroom training Helen received hands on training as the mother of three.  She has one son, two daughters, three granddaughters (two are twins), and is expecting a grandson any day!  She is close to her two brothers and loves all of her family very much.  One of Helen’s short term life goals is to get rich quick! ( A long term goal is to be able to retire early.  


Preston Hernandez began working at ACCC on September 9, 1996 as an all school floater.  He is now the floater for the toddler rooms.  He first became interested in working with children in high school when he took part in a program that was a daycare for teenage parents.  He worked there for one hour every day.  The children were toddlers and sometimes he was able to spend one on one time with one child and really get to know them.  He has enjoyed his time at ACCC.  He says that he has really learned a lot about children and has gotten to know many special people.  He is unsure still what his future may bring but he does have a dream of being the World Wrestling Federation Champion.  Preston currently lives with his parents and his sister Stephanie, whom he is proud to have work at ACCC with him!  He really enjoys spending time with his family.  During his off time Preston enjoys a variety of activities.  One of those is going to see professional wrestling at the San Jose Arena.  Another thing he pours his heart into is singing in a group at his church called The Twin Palms Sanctuary Choir.

October and November Calendar

10/20

Preschool Pumpkin Patch Trip



10/21

New Parent Orientation




10/25

Earthling Room Conferences



10/26

Gemini Room Conferences


10/27

Pioneer Room Conferences


10/28

Mercury Room Conferences

10/28

Pioneer Room Bake Sale

10/29 

Halloween Festivities

11/3  

Vanguard Room Conference

11/4  

Viking Room Conferences

11/5  

Apollo Room Conferences

11/11

ACCC Closed–Veteran’s Day

11/25 

ACCC Closed-Thanksgiving 

It Is Worth Mentioning


Diane’s mother nodded goodbye to the teachers, and steered her daughter around a group of chatting parents.  She wasn’t in the mood to stop and talk.  Even though none of her concerns seemed important enough to bring up, she somehow felt disappointed in the center.  And maybe a little angry, too.


“But I thought you were so happy there,” said her sister later, with some surprise. “Maybe you should mention what’s on your mind to the teachers or the director.”  “Maybe I should,” said Diane’s mom.  “But they seem so busy.”  Her sister was silent for a moment.  “You know what my boss says?  She says it’s always better to bring problems up while they’re still manageable.”


Nobody wants to cause teachers any distress over the difficult job they have.  However, teachers need to know how you are feeling about your child being in their program as long as fault-finding is not the only thing you do.

Compliments, Too

Try this:  make as many friendly remarks as you do complaints.  Or more.  There are lots of things you admire about your child’s center.  It’s only honest to mention them from time to time, too.  Doing so makes it unlikely that the teachers will immediately think, “Now what?” whenever they see you coming.  Besides, it’s always easier to have a frank discussion in an atmosphere of mutual respect. 

Time Zone


Figuring out when to bring up concerns isn’t always easy, however.  Do you do it in the morning when you’re rushed?  At the end of the day when everyone is tired and on edge?  Is it okay to interrupt a teacher when she’s greeting or saying goodbye to families?  Does a phone call make a small problem seem bigger than you intended it to?


One solution is simply to ask the teachers what they prefer.  Another is to use the same timing as you would for “Have a nice day!”  It doesn’t take much longer to say, “There’s been some mix-up:  Diane keeps getting Duane’s art work in her cubby.”  Mentioning something on the spot can keep small annoyance from growing into a big one.

Just Between Us


Whether you have a concern, criticism, problem or complaint take it right to the teachers or the director.  Discussions with other parent only bring down everyone’s morale and are a sure way to damage a relationship with a teacher.

Joint Efforts


Maybe you already know what you want done about a problem (“Be sure to remind Danny on the hour to use the bathroom.”)  But in the long run, it’s more productive to first state what’s going on and then ask questions. (“Danny has come home with wet pants three days in a row.  What do you think could be going on?  Does he need more reminders?”)


Teachers know a great deal about children and about daily routines.  Phrasing your concern as a question gives you access to that information, and provides a way to brainstorm solutions that will work in a group setting.  Asking for insights also shows consideration for the teachers’ professional knowledge and experience.

Mission Impossible


Sometimes the very act of mentioning a problem will bring instant results.  Most times, however, it takes a while to hit upon a workable solution together and see it through.  If your concern is one involving children’s behavior, it may take even longer to see results.  Children don’t change overnight..


But the fact that you’ve mentioned a problem instead of letting it build up, and the fact that you’re working on it with your child’s teacher right from the start, means success is possible.

(REPRINTED FROM THE PACCC ‘CHILD CARES’ NEWSLETTER, 

OCTOBER 1999)

